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Our Mission: To make followers of Jesus Christ
How we will accomplish our mission:
Sharing God’s love through worship, learning & service

Blinded By The Light
“What came into being through the Word was life, and the life was the light for all people.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness doesn’t extinguish the light.” .
John 1:3b-5 CEB
The Covid 19 pandemic forced each one of us to change the way we live in this world. We wore
masks everywhere, and some of us still do. We’ve said goodbye to some of our dearest friends and
family. We’ve had to change plans to visit folks we care about. We’ve had to avoid doing things
that we really enjoy in order to keep everyone safe, including ourselves. One thing I really miss is
going to the movies. There is just something so satisfying about sitting in a theater with a huge tub
of popcorn and enjoying a good movie that sends my heart to flutter. I think part of the reason I
get so amped up is the darkness of the theater. When I watch movies at home, it is never
completely dark. The vehicle headlights from Rt. 30 steal my attention from the TV screen. My
neighbor’s security lights occasionally interfere with my viewing pleasure as well. Even the
nightlights I have around the house sneak timidly into my den. Everywhere I look, I am blinded by
light.
Don’t get me wrong, light is good. Yet sometimes, I confess, I would like a little less of it. I think
that is the human condition. Is it not? If Jesus is the Light of the World, do we always desire
nothing but Him and His righteousness? Of course, the answer should be an emphatic “Yes!”, but
darkness does have its own appeal, and too many times, it lures us away from Jesus. Darkness gives
us a perceived sense of anonymity and privacy. Darkness provides rest for our conscious and
responsible minds. Darkness even seems fun! Sometimes following the Light of the World appears
so much harder than easily walking in darkness. Scripture affirms this in John 3:19-20.
Yet, no matter how easy and convenient darkness appears to be, it is lethal to our souls. Jesus alone
brings light and life into our souls. To enjoy the darkness is to deny the transformative, saving
power of Christ in our lives. Jesus is the Light of the World! May we all be blinded by the True Light
this Christmas season.

Blessed Advent and Merry Christmas,
Pastor Robin

Want to give a gift
to Jesus
this Christmas?

Advent Worship
and Bible Study
You won’t want to miss worship this
Advent Season because we are looking to
the Dr. Seuss’s The Grinch for lessons
about finding faith when faith is hard to
find.
Tuesdays at 10am, we will delve deeper
in the topics discussed in worship.

Hope to see you all there!

We will not have an 8:00 am service
on Sunday, December 26th.

We certainly have more than our share of leaves
here on the hill, but thanks to our “Cyclone
Machine”, we can get rid of them.
So thanks to the volunteers who run that
machine for taking care of the church grounds.

You can give a gift to Jesus by
giving a gift to your church!
We will be updating some of the
interior portions of our church starting
very soon. You can help by
considering a special financial gift
toward the purchase of the following
items:







Movable hospitality cart
Modern bulletin board
Better interior directional signs
Bulletin board
Three flat screen TV’s
Paint and window coverings for
Sunday School rooms
 Contemporary seating for
Narthex and Education rooms
 Storage cubbies for toys and
supplies

January 2
January 3
January 4
January 9
January 13
January 14
January 16
January
January
January
January
January

17
18
22
23
24

Delores Otenberger
Missy Walton
Denise Wietry
Kari Franklin
Pat Moore
Spenser Crittenden
Lauren Shaak
Mary Catherine Shaak
Judy Herrick
Landa Miller
Harriet Schurman
Jane Yuhas
Monica Wise
Tonja Nicola
Gary Statler
Jessica Seltzer
Danah Wietry

Thanks to the dedicated money counters who
alternate weeks to count the offerings each
Sunday. They do a fantastic job which is often
overlooked.
So a “big thank you” to those folks and to Dottie
Shannon and Joanne Miller who always keep
things running smoothly!

December 1
December 4
December 5
December 10
December 12
December 16
December 17
December 18
December 20
December 29
December 30
December 31

Jack Moore
Sheri Straub
Kieran Moore
Travis Bumbaugh
Amy Jo Ruscetti
Terry Cox
Lenora Lininger
Missy Burns
James Moore, Jr.
Taylor Walton
Louanne Schellhase
Pastor Robin
Linda Richters

Our poinsettias will be delivered
so that they are here for the
Christmas Eve Service.
Please remember to take them with you
following the service so that you can enjoy
them throughout the Christmas season.

Sunday Mornings
If the weather is bad, a decision will be made
by 7:15 for the 8:00 am service, and by 9:00
for the 10:00 am service.
Closings will be posted on Calvary’s
Facebook page and via congregational email.
If you don’t have access to any of the above,
please make arrangements with a friend to
help share this information.

Wednesday Evenings
Youth
will use the Chambersburg School District
schedule. If closed or released early due to
weather, our evening programs are cancelled.

Choir
Your leader will contact you directly.

Thursday Bible Study
Your leader will contact you directly.

Wednesday Night Youth Program
6:00 – 7:30 pm
December 8
December 15
In November we focused our attention on
the blessings we have and how we can
share those blessings with others. We
collected food for local blessing boxes
and prayed upon those items to bless
people in our community.
Calvary Kids also helped pack shoeboxes
for Operation Shoebox. While they
packed boxes we practiced our
Christmas songs.
As we look towards the Christmas season
the excitement of the holiday is building
within our group. We plan on talking
about the birth of Jesus, having a festive
party, and singing for the
Joyful Noise Sunday Service.
We hope everyone has a blessed and
joyful Christmas!
Katlyn Heverley and the Calvary Kids

Lenora Lininger will be celebrating her
100th birthday on December 17th.
Her daughter is planning an open house
reception at Greencastle Church of the Brethren,
36 W. Carlisle St, Greencastle from 2-5 pm on
Saturday, December 18th. Please RSVP to Gloria
at 717-597-3009 by December 4, 2021.
No Gifts Please, but please bring a story or
remembrance to share.
Light refreshments will be served.

Join in the Christmas Party
on December 15th

United Methodist Women is a community of women
whose PURPOSE is to know God and to experience
freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to
develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to
expand concepts of mission through participation in
the global ministries of the church.

Calvary collected
172
shoeboxes this year.
Thanks goes out to everyone who
donated items, donated money, gave
of their time to sort, assemble, set up,
and pack.
If you aren’t already, then it’s time to
be praying for the children and their
families that will receive these Gospel
Opportunities in the coming year as
they hear about the love and sacrifice
of Jesus.
Thanks,
Sara Nelson
Shoebox Project Leader

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
Hoping your Thanksgiving was wonderful and
filled with family and food. Everyone is
gearing up to continue celebrating and waiting
for the birth of Jesus. UMW ladies have been
busy helping others celebrate Christmas. Gifts
were purchased for two patients of South
Mountain Restoration Center. Fifteen gift
bags have been packed for clients of “Meals
on Wheels”. In December, we pack gifts for
our shut-ins. It is an amazing feeling to share
what we can with others.
ARE YOU READY TO SHOP? Christmas Gift
baskets will be available for you to do some
Christmas shopping right here at Calvary! Be
looking for Peggy and Harriet to show us their
creations. Happy shopping!
Our next UMW meeting is December 8, 2021,
at 9:30 am. Donna Hayes will enlighten us
with a story of Christmas. Come join us in
celebrating this Holy Time of the year.
Pat Moore, President, UMW

The Purpose of United Methodist Men
is to help men have Jesus Christ
as the center of their lives.

The United Methodist Men will have their
breakfast meeting on Saturday,
December 11th at 8:30 am at
Hoover’s Family Restaurant.
All men of Calvary are welcome to attend.

HOSPITALITY
COMMITTEE
We would like to thank Sue and John
Bognoski, Travis & Barb Bumbaugh,
Donna Hayes, Harold Hill, Tim Johnson,
Lorie Kennell, Catherine McKenzie and
Harriet Schurman for serving during the
month of November.
Serving has gotten so much easier since
we no longer need to bring refreshments
to the church because they are already
in the kitchen.
Before the pandemic, our Hospitality
team had 57 members. Now we have
20+.
We pray you will consider this service for
our church. We need you!

Please join us
on Christmas Eve
at 7:00 pm
for an evening of
candlelighting and carols.
Everyone
is welcome to attend.
Following the service, please
make sure to take your
poinsettias home to enjoy
over the holidays.

Please contact Harriet Schurman (717
401-0340) if you are interested.
P.S. A special thank you to Barb Park for
sharing her special baking skills. Loved
those scones!

BLOODMOBILE
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11TH
9:30 am—3:00 pm

Blood Drive Results from 10-16-21
Units Collected:
Blood Drive Goal:
First Time/Power Red Donors:
Potential # of lives saved:

45
55
3/7
135

Tuesday, December 21, 2021
7:00 pm
St. Paul Lutheran Church
44 E. Main St, Fayetteville
For anyone who is experiencing loss
or finds it difficult at this time of year,
this service offers reminders through music &
prayer of the true meaning of Christmas and
reminds us that we are not alone.

Calvary Fayetteville UMC
Who Are Our Neighbors?
The Administrative Council of Calvary Fayetteville used Mission Insite, a demographic
resource, to help us discover who our neighbors are and begin to vision how we might reach
out to them. The parameter of our investigative research was a 3-mile radius around our
church at 150 Norlo Drive, Fayetteville, PA.
We have four concerns:
1. Even though we have several attendees/members from the Penn National community
that area is NOT within a 3-mile radius.
2. We are not effectively reaching North and South Guilford.
3. There are at least 10 churches within 3 miles of our church and very little ecumenical
involvement.
4. Our facilities are in need of some updating and we currently offer no outdoor options
for worship, study, or fellowship.
After study of the information gathered through Mission Insite, we found that our
membership shares several characteristics with our community. They are:
1. Both the church and our community is comprised of mostly older and well established
households that have lived in the community 20+ years.
2. Also, our church population mirrors the community in that most of the community is
not very technologically advanced. They tend not to use social media to get their news
and information. They prefer printed materials instead.
Knowing that our church and community have many older persons, we launched an Adult
Senior Day Program called Hilltop Gathering Place. This ministry was advertised in the local
newspapers, on flyers, our outdoor sign, on social media, and through in-person
presentations at local churches. Senior adults were invited to come 3 days a week and
participate in activities which fostered fellowship, mental and physical stimulation, meals,
crafts, etc. This ministry was really taking off then the Covid 19 pandemic struck. We were
forced to shut down in order to keep the most vulnerable safe. To date, this program has not
yet been restarted.
We used to offer monthly community meals to help our older community members eat
balanced meals and gain some fellowship, and dinner groups to help more active seniors
combat loneliness. Due to lack of volunteers and health concerns, this ministry has not
restarted.

Looking Ahead
According to Mission Insite, there is projected to be increases in the following groups
surrounding our church:








Autumn Years (Suburban Sophisticates) These are retired people (aged 66-75 years
old) and are financially secure. They tend to be conservative in their beliefs and
politics. They are not tech savvy.
Thriving Boomers (No Place Like Home) These are pre-or newly retired people
(aged 51-65 years old) who have more than one generation living within their
homes. Their income is modest considering that there might be two wage earners
in the household. They also tend to be conservative, but unlike the group above do
participate in social media. There are children in these household, probably
grandchildren.
Thriving Boomers (Unspoiled Splendor) These people are similar in some ways to
those above with the exception that they are much smaller households who tend
to enjoy more leisure time, especially outdoor activities.
Singles and Starters (Digitally Savvy) This group is just getting established (ages 2530 years old) and share the same financial resources as many of the above with the
difference that they are single person households. They enjoy and are very
technologically competent. They enjoy music and video games and are eager to
spend money in those areas. They might have very young children (less than 4
years old) living with them or in shared custody situations.

Moving Forward
The leadership of Calvary Fayetteville is making plans to do the following as a result of our
findings:
1. Re-launch Hilltop Gathering Place in the Fall of 2022 to serve the needs of our older
community members.
2. Create a new outdoor space for worship, study, and fellowship for all ages. This space
will include an accessible pavilion and fire pit with electric, water, and possibly
restrooms.
3. Update the interior spaces of our church, especially the narthex and educational wing.
We will install three new flat screen TV’s so that worship and study can be expanded
into various places within the church. We will increase the signage so that visitors and
new attendees can better find restrooms/classrooms, We are cleaning out the clutter,
paint interior walls, and modernize appropriate seating for various age/mobility levels.
4. As much of our community is not tech savvy, we will take advantage of more printed
resources to publicize events and ministry opportunities.
5. We will be more intentional about using existing church attendees in the areas of Penn
National and North and South Guilford to invite community into our fellowship.

Kids Page…

2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

Thu

2

Fri

Sat

3

4

10

11

Bible Study
7pm

CHOIR
7pm

Worship Series

5

6

7

9:00 Faith
Weavers

Pastor’s
Bible Study
10am

10:00 Worship

12

8

9

Knitting Group UMW Meeting
9:30 am
10 am

8:00 Praise
Worship

13

14
Bible Study
10am

9:00 Faith
Weavers

Bible Study
7pm

CHOIR
7pm

15
Pastor’s

8:00 Praise
Worship

YOUTH GROUP
6:00 pm

UMW Meeting
at Hoover’s
8:30 am

9:30am3:00pm

16

YOUTH GROUP
6:00 pm
Christmas Party

10:00 Worship

17

18

24

25

Bible Study
7pm

CHOIR
7pm

19

20
8:00 Praise
Worship
9:00 Faith
Weavers

10:00 Worship

CAROLING

21

NO Trustee
Meeting

First Day of Winter

9:00 Faith
Weavers
10:00 Worship

7pm

Candlelight Service

7:00 pm

27
NO 8:00
Service

23

CHOIR

Pastor’s Bible
AD COUNCIL
Study 10am
MEETING
7PM
BLUE CHRISTMAS

*TBA*

26

22

28
Office
Closed

7:00 pm

29
Office
Closed

30
Office
Closed

31
Office
Closed

Office
Closed

Remember those who are in nursing or rehab centers,
homebound or otherwise unable to be with us…

Menno Haven Nursing & Rehab, 2075 Scotland Avenue, Chambersburg, PA 17201
Doris Lesher, Village Square, Room 141
Iris (Lotty) Masters, Skilled Nursing Room 108
ProMedica (formerly Manor Care), 1070 Stouffer Avenue, Chambersburg, PA 17201
Barbara Reasner, A9
Quincy Village, 6596 Orphanage Road, Waynesboro, PA 17268
Louanne Schellhase, Parker House, Room 115
The Inn at Luther Ridge, 2735 Luther Drive, Chambersburg, PA 17202
Ginny Olinger
Spring Arbor Senior Living, 6601 English Muffin Way, Frederick, MD 21703
Nancy Strosnider, Room 220
At Home:
Flo Krogmann, now on Hospice Care with her daughter, Pam Jouannet at her home—
12523 Spruce Run Road, Myersville, MD 21773
Jack Kane

Shirley Morris

Helen Thompson

Delores Otenberger

Ed Masters

Joe Eckenrode

