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Fayetteville, PA  17222 
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Our Mission: 

To Make Followers of Jesus Christ 

 

How We Will accomplish Our Mission: 

Sharing God’s Love Through Worship, Learning, and Service 

Preparing the Way for Jesus 
 

We are entering into the season of Advent, a time to prepare ourselves for receiving Christ into our 
hearts and homes once again.  Preparation for Christ’s coming is much more than decorating a Christmas 
tree or doing some holiday shopping.  It’s about getting your heart right, getting it realigned to what’s 
really important in life.  Calvary UMC wants to help you prepare your heart for the coming of Jesus.  You 
are invited to any or all of the following activities… 
 
Advent Worship 

Weekly worship at 8:00am and 10am proclaims the prophetic passages that speak of the coming 
Messiah and the Second Coming of Jesus.  Advent Wreath mediations and candle lighting add to the 
special nature of the season.  Advent and Christmas music play prominent roles in both congregational 
singing and choir selections.  The Advent season climaxes with a special Christmas Eve candelight service 
at 7pm.  As for Christmas Day, we will celebrate the birth of the Christ Child at 10am.  It will be an informal 
worship of Lessons and Carols.  There will be no 8am worship. 
 
Blue Christmas Worship 

St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church will be hosting a Blue Christmas worship service for the 
Conocoheague Mission Cooperative.  It will be held on December 21st at 7pm.  Blue Christmas services 
recognize that some of us grieve the loss of loved ones during the holiday season.  Scriptures, prayers, and 
songs help us mourn as a community of faith.  If you can’t attend in person, you can participate online at 
https://youtu.be/VFn3zc4zdzw. 
 

https://youtu.be/VFn3zc4zdzw


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Readings 
The wonderful gift of the Incarnation is told primarily in two of the four Gospels.  If you want to try a 

different angle to the Christmas story, try reading the account through the eyes of Joseph, Jesus’ earthly 
father.  Below are lessons to guide your reading and meditation. 

 

Event Matthew Mark Luke John 

Joseph lived in Nazareth  Luke 2:4 

 

Genealogy of Jesus 
Matthew 1:1–17 Solomon 
to Jacob 

 Luke 3:23 Nathan 
to Heli 

 

Joseph Betrothed to Mary Matthew 1:18 

 

Angel visits Joseph (1st dream) Matthew 1:20–21 

 

Joseph and Mary travel to Bethlehem  Luke 2:1–5 

 

Birth of Jesus Matthew 1:25 

 Luke 2:6–7 

 

Temple presentation  

 Luke 2:22–24 

 

Angel tells Joseph to flee (2nd dream) Matthew 2:13 

 

Flight into Egypt Matthew 2:14–15 

 

Angel tells Joseph to return to 
Nazareth (3rd dream) 

Matthew 2:19–20 

 

Joseph and family settle in Nazareth  Matthew 2:21–23 

 Luke 2:39 

 

Finding Jesus in the Temple  

 Luke 2:41–51 

 

Holy Family 

 John 
6:41–42 

 
 
       May you have a blessed Advent season, 
       Pastor Robin 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2022 
 

 

     After worship on December 4, 2022, we will be sharing a video from one of our bishops, Bishop Cynthia 

Moore Koikoi.  The video was filmed to dispel some of the inaccuracies going around about the current status 

of the United Methodist Church.  I would encourage you to plan on staying to watch the video which is about 

10 minutes or so in length.  I will be available afterwards for questions. 

     Also, I would recommend that you consider deepening your spiritual roots on a journey with other people.  

The Susquehanna Conference offers an excellent opportunity called GROW.  Here is some information about 

it below. After worship on December 4th, we will be sharing a video from one of our bishops, Bishop Cynthia 

Moore Koikoi.  The video was filmed to dispel some of the inaccuracies going around about the current status 

of the United Methodist Church.  I would encourage you to plan on staying to watch the video which is about 

10 minutes or so in length.  I will be available afterwards for questions. 

      

                                                                                         Pastor Robin 

  

http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/?osis=niv:Luke.2:4–2:4
http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/?osis=niv:Matthew.1:1–17:1
http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/?osis=niv:Luke.3:23–3:23
http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/?osis=niv:Matthew.1:18–1:18
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Joseph%27s_dream
http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/?osis=niv:Matthew.1:20–21:20
http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/?osis=niv:Luke.2:1–5:1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virgin_birth_of_Jesus
http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/?osis=niv:Matthew.1:25–1:25
http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/?osis=niv:Luke.2:6–7:6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Infant_Jesus_at_the_Temple
http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/?osis=niv:Luke.2:22–24:22
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Joseph%27s_dream
http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/?osis=niv:Matthew.2:13–2:13
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flight_into_Egypt
http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/?osis=niv:Matthew.2:14–15:14
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Joseph%27s_dream
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Joseph%27s_dream
http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/?osis=niv:Matthew.2:19–20:19
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Return_of_young_Jesus_to_Nazareth
http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/?osis=niv:Matthew.2:21–23:21
http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/?osis=niv:Luke.2:39–2:39
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finding_Jesus_in_the_Temple
http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/?osis=niv:Luke.2:41–51:41
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Family
http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/?osis=niv:John.6:41–42:41
http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/?osis=niv:John.6:41–42:41


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GROW 
Pastor Robin would recommend that you consider deepening your spiritual roots on a journey with other people.  

The Susquehanna Conference offers an excellent opportunity called GROW.  Here is some information about it below. 

 

 

GROW! - Training Dates 
The GROW! is designed to meet the criteria for use by Lay Servant Ministries as well as within the life 
of leadership in a local church.  It specifically addresses best practices for leading in liminal spaces – 
caught between what used to work and what we don’t know will work yet. 

The focus for the first four sessions is on the development of personal leadership practices.  The 
second four sessions look more closely at personal leadership within community. 

Learn more about the GROW! 

Save the Dates and join us virtually on the days that work for you - 

Altoona: 
Sessions 1-4: (6-8:00 pm) 
November 17; December 1, 2022 

Sessions 5-8: (6-8:00 pm) 
January 5, 12, 19, 26, 2023 

REGISTER TODAY 

Harrisburg: 

Sessions 5-8: (6:30-8:30 pm) 
January 3, 10, 17, 24, 2023 

REGISTER TODAY 

York: 

Sessions held via Zoom 
Classes began on October 20, 2022. 
This class will meet each week and tentatively end on December 16 — with a break over 
Thanksgiving. 

REGISTER TODAY 

For those studying the DiscipleShift book, 

I thought you might appreciate the mission statement of our Conference… 

The mission of the Susquehanna Conference is to: 

grow spiritual transformational leaders, equip vital congregations and create new places for new people, 

and connect with each other and the world so that alive in Christ together, the Susquehanna Conference 

will embody the beloved community of disciple-making congregations. 
 

 

 

https://susumc.org/files/ministries/lay-ministry/GROW!%20Handout.pdf
https://susumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/GROW-Altoona-Reg-Form-2022-2023.pdf
https://susumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/2022-Fall-Hbg-Lay-Servant-Classes.pdf
https://susumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/York-Fall-2022.pdf
https://susumc.org/grow
https://susumc.org/equipping-vital-congregations-2/


 

 

 

December Worship 
Prepare Your Heart for Jesus’ Birth 

 

Dec. 4th  Shoots, Stumps, and Roots   Isaiah 11:1-10  

Dec. 11th  When Mary Said, “Yes!”    Luke 1:46b-55  

Dec. 18th  When Joseph Said, “OK…”   Matthew 1:18-25  

Dec. 24th  And Heaven and Nature Sing   Luke 2:1-20          

Dec. 25th  Lessons and Carols (10am only)  

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Please bring your spare change to make a  Joyful
 oise  dona on to our Calvary  outh during the

   am service.

  er the   am service we will be serving  ot
Cocoa in the  arthe .

 ecember   th

  am



 

 

  

When I look back over 2022, I think of the dedication the members of the Hospitality team have 

given to our church family.  Every week they were on hand to greet, make coffee, set out beverages, 

and display various yummy desserts. They arrived early and after the service cleaned up the kitchen.  

They cared for you each Sunday.  They have been the hands and hearts of Jesus.   

A special thank you to John and Sue Bognoski, Phil Broomall, Travis and Barb Bumbaugh, 

Randy Burns, Dave and Peggy Campbell, Keith and  Sandy Haney, Roger Haufe, Donna Hayes, Judy 

Herrick, Harold Hill, Tim and Michele Hollar, Art and Mary Jane Jones, Lorie Kennell,  Dan and Loretta 

Hylton, Tim and Deb Johnson, Nancy Lindenmeyer, Roman Llabres, Marlin Martin, Jeffrey Mills, Kathy 

Mollett, Pat Moore, Sara Nelson, Mark and Tonja Nicola, Tim and Barb Park, Rich and Lyn Pottinger, 

Alice Roberts, Harriet Schurman,  Herschel Shea, Susan Snyder, Leonard Snyder, Carl Straley, Beth 

Thoresen, Lynn and Eileen  Trutt, Sue Wilsie, and Eve Woolschlager.   

Tim Park and Peggy Campbell were so helpful in helping me schedule people each Sunday.   

In 2023, I will be joined by Barb Park to co-chair this committee.  Please say "yes" when we ask 

you to serve.  

 

Harriet Schurman 

Hospitality Chair  

 
 

     As we near the end of year 2022, we look back and see that Calvary’s United Women in Faith has had a blessed 

year.  We have reached our $3,000.00 pledge to UMF missions by our fund raising and support of the entire church.  

We have worked hard, too. This is not the only fund we gave to, but we have a long list of local ministries and other 

project outside of UMF.   Thank you, ladies, and thanks to the congregation.  I’m very proud of this accomplishment.  

As York District treasurer, Calvary UWF was one of the top pledgers in the York District. 

 

     Our next meeting will be held a week earlier than usual, Wednesday, December 7 at 1 PM.  Coffee and snack will 

be from 1 to 1:30. I will be presenting a Christmas study.  We will also be working on items for the shut-ins.  Try to 

visit a shut-in this Christmas Season.   

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you and yours, 

Pat Moore, UWF President 



 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Christmas Tree 

The trees we decorate each December with glittering tinsel, bright 

lights and festive ornaments are typically evergreen varieties like 

spruce, fir, or pine—trees that retain their lush green foliage year-

round. Evergreens have been used in winter festivals for centuries by 

both pagans and Christians, with Christians believing the trees  

with God. That belief is further carried out by a tree’s triangular shape  

Christmas trees pointing up toward Heaven as a representation of our 

relationship with God. 

 

 

2. Star 

One of the holiday’s more religious symbols, the Christmas Star 

represents the bright star that shone brightly over the town of Bethlehem 

on the night that Jesus Christ was born. According to the Nativity 

Story—sometimes called The Christmas Story—in the Gospel of 

Matthew, the Star of Bethlehem guided the three kings (also known as 

the wise men or magi) to find baby Jesus in a stable. The Christmas Star 

has also come to represent hope and peace. 

 

3. Candles 

A lit candle during Christmastime also traditionally represents the 

Star of Bethlehem, which guided the three kings to find the 

newborn baby Jesus. Before electricity—or Christmas tree 

lights!—families would decorate the branches of their Christmas 

trees with candles. Candles are also a significant part of the 

Jewish holiday Hanukkah and the African holiday Kwanzaa. 

 

 

4. Tinsel 

Derived from the Old French word entincele (which means "to sparkle"), 

tinsel was traditionally used in trimming Christmas trees to enhance the 

flickering candlelight. The light reflected off tinsel reminds us of the 

brightness and warmth of the Christmas season, and how Jesus was a 

guiding light in the world. 

 

 

Christmas symbols and Their Meanings 



 

5. Christmas Ornaments 

Over time, the tradition of decorating a Christmas tree with candles 

was replaced with other things, like paper roses, fruits and nuts. In the 

mid-1800s, German glassmaker Hans Greiner began manufacturing 

hand-blown glass “Christmas baubles” in the shape of the fruits and 

nuts that typically decorated Christmas trees at that time. (Including 

round balls that looked like apples!) Eventually, the trend spread 

across Europe and then America, giving birth to our modern tradition 

of decorating Christmas trees today with ornaments representing our 

family histories, hobbies, interests and more! 

 

 

6. Bells 

A ringing of a bell during the Christmas season represents the 

proclamation of joy and happiness for Christ’s birth. Also, like the 

ringing bell used to herd errant sheep back into the fold, the 

Christmas bell signifies that Jesus is always watching over us and 

protecting us. The presence of bells can also be traced back to 

pagan winter celebrations, where they were rung to drive away 

evil spirits. 

 

7. Candy Canes 

Shaped like a shepherd’s staff, the minty confection represents 

the shepherds who searched for Jesus on the night that He was 

born. Another meaning behind the hooked shape of the candy is 

that Jesus called Himself “the Good Shepherd” and His disciples 

were His flock of devoted followers, AKA the sheep. 

Conveniently, the cane formation makes them easy to hang on 

Christmas trees! 

 

 

8. Wreath 

A circle with no beginning or no end, a wreath symbolizes the 

strength of Jesus Christ’s love for all. The popular Christmastime 

door decoration also reminds us of the circle of life, love and rebirth, 

and Christians believe that a wreath represents the crown of thorns 

worn by Jesus as He hung on the cross as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

9. Gingerbread Men 

These tasty treats are a staple on every cookie platter this time of year, as 

well as a popular cookie-exchange recipe. But there is a religious meaning to 

a gingerbread man—for many Christians, the biscuit represents God’s 

creation of Adam, the first man, and therefore, the rest of us. 

 

 

 

10. The Colors Red and Green 

The Christmas colors of red and green aren't arbitrary. The 

crimson shade of red associated with Christmas symbolizes the 

blood that was shed by Jesus Christ during His crucifixion. The 

color green—the hue of evergreen plants like pine trees, holly and 

mistletoe that retain their leaves throughout the winter—represents 

Jesus Christ’s everlasting life. 

 

 

 

11. Mistletoe 

Because mistletoe blossoms even in the cold winter, it's believed that 

people back in the 1st century A.D. viewed mistletoe as a symbol of 

vivacity and fertility. It's no wonder that it became known as a 

romantic part of Christmas—fittingly taking on a life of its own when 

it comes to holiday traditions. 

 

 

 

 

12. Gifts Adorned with a Bow 

Bestowing presents upon our loved ones at Christmastime 

honors the three magi who visited baby Jesus in Bethlehem, 

bringing Him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. A gift bow 

that sits atop a lavishly wrapped present symbolizes unity 

among mankind, and how we all should be tied together in 

goodwill. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

13. Angels 

There is a good reason why angels, like stars, are traditional 

Christmas tree toppers, and that is because these messengers of God 

played prominent roles in the Nativity of Jesus. Archangel Gabriel 

appeared to the Virgin Mary, delivering the message from God that 

she would bear His son. Another angel visited Joseph in a dream to 

inform the carpenter that he should place his trust in Mary. And 

later in the Christmas Story, three angels appeared in the sky over 

Bethlehem to announce the birth of the Christ child. 

 

 

 

 

14. Stockings 

The legend behind why we hang stockings on the 

fireplace to be filled with goodies is believed to be the 

origin story of Santa Claus. Back in the 4th century, 

somewhere around what is modern-day Turkey, there 

was a poor widower who couldn’t afford a dowry for his 

three daughters and thought of selling them into servitude. A local bishop, St. Nicholas, was 

known for his charity, but the father refused to accept any gifts from the monk. As the legend 

goes, one night, Nicholas secretly tossed bags of gold into the man’s house, and the pouches 

landed in the stockings that were hanging to dry over the fireplace! 

 

 

                                                                                                                  

15. Poinsettia 

Like an evergreen tree, a poinsettia plant can be kept alive all year 

long, while the shape of the petals resembles a star. The colors of 

the Christmas plants are symbolic as well. The bold red reminds us 

of the blood Jesus shed on the cross in His sacrifice for 

humankind, while the white poinsettia is a symbol of purity, good 

cheer and happiness. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                     

16. Holly 

With its shiny dark green leaves and bright red berries, holly is 

another evergreen shrub that is synonymous with Christmas. 

The pointed leaves represent the crown of thorns placed upon 

Jesus’ head at His crucifixion, while the berries remind us of the 

blood He shed in making the ultimate sacrifice for us. 

 

 



 

                                                                                                                                                      

17. Dove 

In many religions, doves symbolize peace, freedom, purity and/or love. In 

Christianity, a dove is also a symbol of the Holy Spirit and represents 

God’s forgiveness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My Christmas Tree Won’t Grow 
 

Ho-Ho-Ho 
Snow-snow-snow 
What can I do 

My Christmas tree won’t grow 
I’ve sang it a carol 
I’ve sang it a song 

I’ve fed it mince pies 
Where’ve I gone wrong 

So, I ran it a bath 
With herbs and salts 

I dipped it in 
I prayed and hoped 
I waited and waited 
Then I pulled it out 
I measured it once 
I measured it twice 
I measured it again 

Oh dear 
It was just as short 
It was just the same. 

  

Most Popular American Christmas Trees 

#9  Eastern White Pine   #4  Colorado Blue Spruce 
#8  Eastern Red Cedar   #3  Balsam Fir 
#7  Norway Spruce   #2  Noble Fir 
#6  Scotch Pine 
#5  Douglas Fir #1  Frasier Fir 

 
“It came 
without 
ribbons! 
It came 

without tags! 
It came 
without 

packages, 
boxes, or 

bags! 
‘Maybe 

Christmas,’ 
he thought, 

‘doesn’t 
come from a 
store.  Maybe 
Christmas…  
perhaps… 

means a little 
bit more!” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Seuss,  
How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas 

 



 

Location and Address Names 

 

Meno Haven 

2022 Scotland Avenue 

Chambersburg, PA  17201 

 

Doris Lesher (Village Square Room 141) 

Iris (Lotty) Masters (Skilled Nursing Room 108) 

Sara Taylor 

 

ProMedica 

11070 Stouffer Avenue 

Chambersburg, PA  17201 

 

Barbara Reasner (D13C) 

 

Quincy Village 

6596 Orphanage Road 

Waynesboro, PA  17202 

 

Louanne Schellhase (Parker House Room115) 

 

The Inn at Luther Ridge 

2735 Luther Drive 

Chambersburg, PA  17202 

 

Ginny Olinger 

 

Spring Arbor Senior Living Center 

6601 English Muffin Way 

Frederick, MD  21708 

 

Nancy Strosnider 

 

Providence Place Senior Living 

2085 Wayne Road 

Chambersburg, PA  17202 

 

Monica Wise 

 

 

At Home 

Joe Eckenrode                      Shirley Morris 

 

Jack Kane                             Delores Otenberger 

 

Ed Masters                           Helen Thompson 

Homebound Ministry 



 

 
 
 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel (9th Century) 

 
The original writer of this haunting hymn remains 
unknown, but the most widely acknowledged guess is a 
simple monk or nun. In the early 19th century, an Anglican 
priest named John Mason Neale was reading an ancient 
book of poetry and hymns and dusted off this unknown 
Latin poem, which was complete with music 
accompaniment. 
 
Neale knew 20 languages, including Latin, and was able to 
translate this song into English. He lived in the Madeira 
islands near Africa, where he had established an 
orphanage, a school for girls, and a ministry to reclaim destitutes. Neale first played this hymn for 
the people he served, thought to be the lowest of society. The hymn has remained in popular 
rotation ever since. 

 

Joy to the World (1719) 

 
At this point in history, most songs sung in European church services were the Psalms in the Old 
Testament. Though Isaac Watts loved the Bible, he felt that these songs felt “unnatural” to sing in 
their modern-day English translations. 
 

After one Sunday service, 15-year-old Isaac complained about “the 
atrocious worship.” One of the deacons challenged him with, “Give us 
something better, young man.” He went home and penned his first 
hymn, and the love of hymn-writing stuck with him the rest of his life. 
 
In 1719, his book “Psalms of David Imitated” was published, not as a 
new paraphrase of David, but as an imitation of him in New 
Testament language. Watts’ perspective was the Psalms bursting forth 
in their complete fulfillment. Joy to the World is the “imitation” of the 

last half of Psalm 98. 
 
Watts transformed the old Jewish psalm of praise for historic deliverance into a song of rejoicing for 
the salvation of God that began when the Jesus came “to make his blessing flow far as the curse is 
found.” 
 
Music is from George Frederick Handel, and some scholars say it resembles his greatest work, 
Messiah. 

What’s the Story Behind… 



Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (1739) 

 
Charles Wesley originally wrote this poem to be recited on Christmas Day, but it wasn’t the version 
we know today. The original was ten four-line verses, and instead of singing “Glory to the newborn 
King,” the line was, “Glory to the King of kings.” 
 
That line was changed by George Whitfield, a student of Wesley’s, and 
he was also the one who eliminated the verses we no longer sing and 
who made the ones we do sing longer. (The line change to “newborn 
King” from “King of kings” was a controversial statement at the time; 
the former claims that the angels praised God the Father when Jesus 
was born, the latter claims Jesus himself was praised. This caused a 
riff between the men.) 
 
Nonetheless, this hymn remains one of the most theologically rich 
carols we still sing, and music was later added by Felix Mendelssohn. 

 
 
 

Silent Night (1818) 

 
Josef Mohr was the pastor of the Church of St. Nicholas at Oberndorf, a village near Salzburg, 
Austria. After an evening Christmas program on the 23rd, Mohr took a longer way home that took 
him up over a hill overlooking the village. 
 

Reveling in the silence of the wintry night, the 
Christmas play he had just seen made him remember a 
poem he had written a couple of years before and 
decided those words might make a good carol for his 
congregation the following evening at their Christmas 
Eve service. The next day, he went to see the church 
organist, Franz Gruber, who had only a few hours to 
come up with a melody for a guitar. 
 
On Christmas Eve, the little Oberndorf congregation 
heard Gruber and Mohr play their new composition. 

The carol spread across northern Europe, and in 1834, singers performed Silent Night for King 
Frederick William IV of Prussia, who then ordered his cathedral choir to sing it every Christmas Eve. 
 
Twenty years after “Silent Night” was written, the song was brought to the United States, in New 
York City’s Trinity Church. Silent Night is now sung in more than 300 different languages around 
the world. 
 
 
 

O Holy Night (1847) 

 
A parish priest in a small French town commissioned a local poet and wine commissionaire, Placide 
Cappeau de Roquemaure, to write a poem for the village’s Christmas Eve mass. Cappeau read 
through the birth of Christ in the gospel of Luke en route to Paris and finished the poem O Holy 
Night by the time he reached the city. 
 



Cappeau turned to his friend, Adolphe Charles Adams, to compose the music to the poem, and three 
weeks later, the song was sung in the village on Christmas Eve. Initially, Cantique de Noel (the song’s 
French name) was widely loved by the Church in France, but when leaders learned that Cappeau was 
a socialist and Adams a Jew, the song was uniformly denounced as unfit for church services. But the 
common French people loved it so much, they continued to sing it. 
 
The song came to the U.S. via John Sullival Dwight, an abolitionist 
during the Civil War. Moved by the line in the third verse, “Chains 
shall he break, for the slave is our brother, and in His Name all 
oppression shall cease,” he published it in his magazine and 
quickly found favor in the north during the war. 
 
Even though it was banned in France, the song was still popular 
among the people. On Christmas Eve in 1871, in the midst of 
fierce fighting between France and Germany during the Franco-
Prussian War, a unarmed French soldier jumped out of the 
trenches, walked into the battlefield, and started singing, “Minuit, 
Chretiens, c’est l’heure solennelle ou L’Homme Dieu descendit jusqu’a nous,” the song’s first line in 
French. 
 
After singing all three verses, a German solider emerged and started singing, “Vom Himmel noch, da 
komm’ ich her. Ich bring’ euch gute neue Mar, Der guten Mar bring’ ich so viel, Davon ich sing’n und 
sagen will,” the beginning of a popular hymn by Martin Luther. 
 
Fighting stopped for the next 24 hours in honor of Christmas Day. Soon after, the French Church re-
embraced O Holy Night. 
 

 

 

  

 

Lessons from a Christmas Tree 

 

*Be a light in the darkness. 

*We all fall over sometimes. 

*You can never wear too much glitter. 

*Bring joy to others 

*Sparkle and twinkle as often as 

possible 

*It’s OK to be a little tilted. 

 

Jane Lee Logan 



Missions News 
 

 December 17, Otterbein United Methodist Clothing Bank will be open 9-11 AM to give out     

 clothing and receive donations of winter clothing at 61 W. Main St. Fayetteville 

 

 One hundred seventy-one (171) Gospel Opportunities were sent   

 from Calvary in the form of filled shoeboxes.  Thank you to  

 everyone helping us live out Jesus’ Great Commission!  Yes, I  

 stopped at a store on my way back from dropping off the  

 shoeboxes to check for deals.  No, I never stop looking.  Please  

 continue to pray for each step of the journey that families’ hearts  

 are changed for Jesus. 

 

 I have mentioned the $5 off $25 coupons on the bottom of Dollar General receipts good only  

 that Saturday. Now, I’ve found Family Dollar stores often has a coupon on their ad flyer that  

 works the same. Please consider shopping the $20 on your family and the $5 on missions.  

 Family Dollar has the 6 pack toothbrushes for $1 still. Toys and other items are comparable  

 to Dollar General in price and quality. 

 

 We can use nearly anything donated through the mail for shoeboxes or area nursing homes  

 like calendars, socks, pens, address label stickers, cards, tote bags, gloves, etc. 

 

 Please remember to donate money to missions through the offering so we can continue to  

 bless those in need in our community.  We can ease suffering near and far in Jesus’s name. 

In His Service,  

Sara Nelson, Missions 

  

 

 

  

                          

     Advent traditions will vary by country, but the heart behind Advent is mostly the same 

across cultures and denominations. Derived from the Latin word “adventus”, the word advent 

means “arrival” or “coming.” In this instance, it is used to indicate a set time(s) during the 

month of December to commemorate the coming of the Messiah in Jesus Christ. Advent, like 

Christmas, is a season of expectation, celebration, and hope, connected to the birth of the 

prophesied Messiah and the promise of Christ’s subsequent ministry.    

 

What is an  

Advent  

Wreath? 
      

 

 

 

Advent traditions will vary by country, but the heart behind 

Advent is mostly the same across cultures and denominations. 

Derived from the Latin word “adventus”, the word advent means 

“arrival” or “coming”. In this instance, it is used to indicate a set 

time(s) during the month of December to commemorate the 



Advent candles have meaning and symbolism for the Christian holiday season. The most 

common tradition typically uses four candles. Each advent candle is lit on one of the four 

Sundays leading up to Christmas.  

 

     The color of these candles can vary, but it is common for the first, second, and fourth 

candles to be purple, while the third is rose-colored, red, or a pinkish hue. In some cases, all the 

candles are red, blue, or white; often, a fifth white candle is placed in the middle of the wreath 

and lit on Christmas Day itself. Catholic tradition even states that the four candles, representing 

the four weeks of Advent, each stand for 1,000 years to total the 4,000 years from Adam to the 

birth of the Messiah. 

 

     First Advent Candle: The first purple candle symbolizes hope. Also known as the “Prophecy 

Candle” in memory of the prophets, particularly Isaiah, who prophesied the birth of Christ. It 

symbolizes the anticipation felt in awaiting the coming Messiah. 

 

     Second Advent Candle: The second purple candle 

symbolizes faith. Also known as the “Bethlehem Candle,” 

signifies Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem. 

 

     Third Advent Candle: The third candle is ordinarily pink 

and represents joy. This candle is pink because the rose color 

represents joy, also known as the “Shepherd’s Candle.” The 

third Sunday of Advent is meant to remind us of the world's 

joy at the birth of Jesus and that the faithful have arrived at 

the midpoint of Advent. 

 

     Fourth Advent Candle: The final purple candle marks the 

last week of Advent as we anticipate the birth of our Savior. This final candle, also known as 

the “Angel’s Candle,” signifies peace. It reminds us of the angels' message: “Peace on Earth, 

Good Will Toward Men” (Luke 2:14). 

 

     As the story goes, in 1839, a Lutheran minister working at a children’s mission in Germany 

created a wreath out of the wheel of a cart. The minister placed 20 small red candles out of the 

wheel's outer ring and four larger white candles inside the ring, lighting the red candles on 

weekdays and the four white candles on Sundays as a way for the children to count down the 

days until Christmas.    

 

     Advent wreaths were eventually fashioned out of evergreens, twisted together in a circle to 

symbolize continuous life across the seasons, from the death of winter to the new life of spring. 

Naturally, this earthly symbolism also points to the spiritual symbolism of newness and the 

promise of eternal life and salvation offered through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ (John 3:16). 

The circular nature of the Advent wreath, similar to a wedding ring or band, is further meant to 

reflect the unending love of Christ and eternal life offered through salvation.  

 



     In almost all Advent traditions, lighting candles is also a prominent feature of each week’s 

commemorative celebration. Some candles are placed within or near the Advent wreath itself. 

Other times, they are lit separately on each Sunday beginning four weeks before Christmas. 

Candles and the light they produce reflect the light that came into the world with the arrival of 

Jesus Christ.  

 

     Some traditions light a single candle on each of the 24 days leading up to Christmas. Other 

traditions place one large candle in the center of the Advent wreath and light it every day of 

December until Christmas. The most common tradition, however, typically uses four candles. 

Each advent candle is lit on one of the four Sundays leading up to Christmas. 

In most traditions, the lighting of the four candles (or multiple candles) is meant to be done as a 

family and will often be used to reflect on the hope, faith, joy, peace, light, and purity that came 

into the world with the gift of the Messiah. Families will typically light the candle together, 

often encouraging children to participate in the celebration. Many modern churches light an 

Advent candle during Sunday services to prepare for Christmas as a church family.  

 

     Regardless of specific Advent traditions and differences in how it is celebrated across 

cultures and countries, Advent is a time for all believers and families to commemorate the 

arrival of the Messiah, prepare for his second coming, and celebrate the joy of Christmas 

together.  

 

       

CHRISTMAS & BIRTHDAY CARDS 
As of November 27, I have received 76 signed Christmas Cards and 31 Birthday 

cards for the nursing homes.  The cocoa and gingerbread man basket has packets 
of cards to be signed.  Signed cards go in the red truck basket. 

I will receive signed cards through Sunday, December 18.   
I will begin distribution on Monday. 

 
THANK YOU FOR INCLUDING THIS MISSION OUTREACH INTO YOUR 

DEVOTION TIME. 
 

Susan Snyder 



 

  

The Meaning of the Snowflake 

 

Every new snowflake comes to the earth 

as a picture of our Savior’s birth, 

because they are sent from up above 

and remind us of God’s care and love. 

 

Each one is so intricate and small 

because Christ sees the details of us all, 

and just as two are never the same 

the Lord knows and calls us each by name. 

 

Snowflakes gently cover the world in white 

and hide what’s unlovely from our sight, 

showing us how He covers our sin 

and gives us His grace when we come to Him. 

 

So may every snowflake bring Christ to mind 

and in every bit of white may you find 

a reason to celebrate anew 

and a reminder of His love for you. 

 

Holley Gerth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Snowflake Facts 

A snowflake is a collection of ice 

crystals which falls through the 

earth’s atmosphere. They are formed 

when water droplets freeze around 

particles of dust or pollen, forming ice 

crystals.  As they fall towards the 

Earth’s surface, the ice crystals 

combine with other ice crystals, 

forming snowflakes. 

Snowflakes are six-sided (they have six 

arms), and they are symmetrical. 

It is possible for two different snowflakes to 

be alike, but it is unlikely. 

One of the largest snowflakes ever seen was 

at Fort Keogh, Montana, in 1887. 

The flake measured 38 cm in diameter and 

16 cm thick (14.9” diameter/6.2” thick). 

Wilson Bentley, a farmer, spent much of 

his life studying snowflakes.  He 

collected 5,000 of them, wrote over 60 

books and articles, and was known as 

the “Snowflake Man.” 

Bentley was the first person to 

photograph a single snow crystal, using 

a microscope.  An exhibition on his 

work can be see in his hometown of 

Jericho, Vermont. 



 

December     January 

3 – Lynn Trutt     2 – Delores Otenberger 

5 – Kieran Moore    3 – Denise Wietry 

10 – Travis Bumbaugh   4 – Kari Franklin 

12 – Amy Jo Ruscetti    4 – Pat Moore 

29 – Taylor Wilson    9 – Lauren Shaak 

30 – Louanne Schellhase   13 – Mary Catherine Shaak 

31 – Linda Richters    14 – Judith Herrick 

31 – Pastor Robin Baer   16 – Landa Miller 

       16 – Harriet Schurman 

       18 – Monica Wise 

       22 – Tonja Nicola 

       23 – Gary Statler 

       25 – Jessica Seltzer 

 

Happy Birthday 

Birthday 

Trivia 

Did You Know…… 

 a “Golden Birthday” is when you turn the same age as the date of your birthday? 

the most common birthday is October 5 and the least common birthday is May 22? 

that more babies are born on Tuesday and the least amount are born on Sunday? 

the melody to “Happy Birthday” is from a nursery rhyme called “Good Morning to All”? 

15,000,000 people celebrate a birthday daily? 

the first people to use candles on a birthday cake were the Ancient Greeks?   

the first people to celebrate birthdays were the Ancient Egyptians? 

the first proper birthday card was manufactured in 1902? 

the United States sends over 2,000,000,000 birthday cards annually? 

kings were the only ones who celebrated their birthdays because no one else was thought to 
be important enough for this type of celebration?    



 

 



   

December 2022 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

“I will honor 

Christmas in 

my heart and 

try to keep it 

all year.” 

 

Charles 

Dickens 

 
“Life is God’s 

gift to man. 

What we do with 

our life is our gift 

to God.” 

 

Harold B. Lee 

 

1 
8:00 AM 

Bible 

Adventures 

 

6:00 PM 

Art Jones’  

Bible Study 

2 3 

Are you 

dreaming 

of a white 

Christmas? 

4 

8:00 AM 

Contemporary 

Worship 

9:00 AM 

Disciples in 

Training  

SS Class 

10:00 AM 

Traditional 

Worship 

5 6 

10:00 AM 

Pastor Robin’s 

Bible Study 

 

10:00 AM 

Knitting Group 

7 

1:00 PM 

United Women 

in Faith Meeting 

 

7:00 PM 

Choir Rehearsal 

8 

8:00 AM 

Bible 

Adventures 

 

6:00 PM 

Art Jones’  

Bible Study 

9 

Gingerbread 

House Day 

10 

9:30 AM 

American  

Red Cross 

Blood Drive 

 

11 

8:00 AM 

Contemporary 

Worship 

9:00 AM 

Disciples in 

Training 

SS Class 

10:00 AM 

Traditional 

Worship 

12 

 

13 

10:00 AM 

Pastor Robin’s 

Bible Study 

14 

 

6:00 PM 

Calvary Kids 

Youth Group 

 

7:00 PM 

Choir Rehearsal 

15 

8:00 AM 

Bible 

Adventures 

6:00 PM 

Art Jones’  

Bible Study 

7:00 

Administrative 

Council 

Meeting 

16 17 

 18 

8:00 AM 

Contemporary 

Worship 

9:00 AM 

Disciples in 

Training 

SS Class 

10:00 AM 

Traditional 

Worship with 

Choir 

Performance 

19 

7:00 PM 

Board of 

Trustees 

Meeting 

 

20 

10:00 AM 

Pastor Robin’s 

Bible Study 

 

7:00 PM 

Committee on 

Finance 

Meeting 

 

21 

6:00 PM 

Calvary PreK 

Kids’ Group 

 

7:00 PM 

Choir Rehearsal 

 

22  6:00 PM 

Art Jones’ 

Bible Study 

23 24 

7:00 PM 

Christmas Eve 

Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25 
Merry 

Christmas! 

 

Pennies For 

Mission! 

 

10:00 AM 

Traditional 

Worship 

26 27 
 

28 29 

 

30 31 

New Year’s 

Eve! 

 

Happy 

Birthday,  

Pastor Robin! 

 

 

 

 

 

Sachertorte 

Day 

 

 
 

 

Throw 
kindness 
around 

like 
confetti! 

National 

Chocolate 

Covered 

Anything 

Day! 

A Christmas 
Carol by 
Charles 
Dickens 

is published 
today in 

1843. 

“For to us a child 

is born, to us a 

son is given, and 

the government 

will be on his 

shoulders. And 

he will be called 

Wonderful 

Counselor, 

Mighty God, 

Everlasting 

Father, Prince of 

Peace.” 

 

Isaiah 9:6 

“She will give 
birth to a son, 

and you are to 

give him the 
name Jesus, 

because he will 

save his people 
from their 

sins.” 

 
Matthew 1:21 

Reminisce 

about 

Christmas. 

National 

Bacon Day 

 

Resolution: 
 
Something 
that goes 

in one year 
and out 

the other. 

Look 

forward 

with hope 

not 

backwards 

with regret. 

  

  
 

 

Howdy Doody Day 


